


stonemilker 
words and music by bjork 
string arrangement by bjork 
produced by bjork 


stonemilker 
stonemilker was written on a beech next to grétta in 2012 , which is really close to 
harpa music hall, where we will perform it. the song for me is cyclical , a big of a mini- 
fugue , therefore i asked andy huang who did the video with me , if i could walk 
Icele are mtal-mer-lanic1e-Wlamenl ce1icswr- late (ale) U(e(omt alm oy-lale)a-lanr-Rclelagelelale| [ale mimmmcal-lccmice-lal 
emotional attempt in it to be inclusive and with the circular movement unite all , 
everything , between 2 people . 


arora 
words and music by bjork 
inrelaomcialemciegialemelag-lale(-iani-laim one) (lh. < 
fe}gele[Uler-tom oN me) (01g 4 


arora 
i wrote aréra on sibelius software i got in 1999 and fell in love with and have used ever 
since .i am excited to have the original harp arrangement played by both harp and 32 
string players in pizzicato . exaggerates the magical frostscapes i was excited about. i 
wrote the middle section in a cabin in borgarfjérdur i stayed in, in winter . i remember 








the shadow of the mountain came over the whole valley and i tried to worship the 








shape it made . ever since , when i sing that section , i always remember borgarfjordur 
and the humility i craved so at that moment. 








come to me 
written by bjor 
string arrangement by sureh sathe 
musical director of string recording by talvin singh 
score preparation matt robertson 
fo}gelelUlex-1om oN malelii-tomalele) e\o1s 








come to me 

come to me was written to 2 friends of mine that 

i felt like protecting ...so i wanted the song to feel 

like a velvet blanket wrapped around them . 
talvin singh took this song and venus as a boy 
to bombay and was a musical director at a recording 
of a string arrangment by sureh sathe . 
we were doing all this very low budget 
so we couldnt afford to go ourselves . 
talvin returned with a dat cassette and our minds were absolutely blown ! 














Mfeyalsrelare) 
written by bjork 
string arrangement by bjork 
fe}geye[Ulel-remenymeyielad 


Mfeyalstelare) 
in lionsong i had rented a cabin just outside reykjavik , 
Tamale )lelanteld amc lale MAW ZIM Zell <inle mia 
the protection of the trees , opening up my throat and 
ial itiaremmaahvmalerlem or-\e1.ancalinl <[alemmm\\z-lalecre mant-b.<lanl6laam-lian(@ mile) 
ldalgelUlelamaahva oxelenvarciale MW aluarelel 
slialelgcialexemelUime)man\vaantoluicane 
i spent aeons on the string arrangement based on vocal improvisations ... 
i guess i wanted to move up a step with my arrangements and base them more on the 
narrative form of my voice rather than background chords . 
the arrangement is probably also 
influenced by the crooked birch forest i was walking through . 
first song in human scale trees 
ChiXclMmualemeralf-(enllerel merci omelime)ie) allt 





i've seen it all 
anlUlsiiom oN 0) [018.4 
words by sjén and lars von trier 
Talaleisirelagciale [exe m o\’ae)(e)a mv] alec lalmmanl-lale(ey4-RcmelUhmsie\ielate 
orchestrated by vincent mendoza 
felgete[Ulex-om ohm e) (old @r-lalem ani-1a, @le\e1 





i've seen it all 
i remember the melody of “i’ ve seen it all’swirling in my head for a year or two with 
parts of the string arrangement tailed behind . i remember perhaps a ecstatic and not 
YoU) 0)-1@n=\V.-18] 81 Mia (@larelelamciale ale mimmi0llmrelgexeme]ale|-laai-r-luame)al-melmia\ome)a(e(e(oom ane! 
marvellous reverb . and i would like to make a confession, at the time i was listening 
nonstop to " pavane pour infante defunte’ by ravel . 
eTeymme(-1-1e)\Vala's)e) acre m ON mt alom anlelele Mem lemtal-maate|(csNlomele-iale(omalelaniinvals 

enormous ! after expressing muscular “homogenic’ it was a delight to settle for 
the search for enormous gestures inside immense gentleness ... or at least try .... 











history of touches 
written by bjork 
elacclalel=lantelalaenvae)lelaar-lalemelaere 
score preparation by matt robertsson 
fe}gete[Uler-tom o\’ae) (els are lalem-igere! 


history of touches 

history of touches is a poem about when the first time in a relationship ( that you 

had gathered essence to last 5 lifetimes ) 
is about to end so instead of looking at it forwards into the future 
you stand at the end point and look back 
the brain does a funny self survival thing 
that it goes through all you memories like a filofax and restores them 

so i could see all the times we made love flash infront of me and i kept hearing the 

Xo]U[a(@MIl,<omilale[o1acmsiege).diaremenlaele(elamillelich<ers 
and we tried to base the arrangementson that sound : 
iuarelan olgciiamal(e1qa0| ommovmia-lel ante! 











black lake 
written by bjork 
string arrangement by bjork 
fe}gete [Uler-tom o\’me) (ela are lalem-1gere! 


black lake 
i remember writing black lake in 
malemsielaiacemavleclasjex-Mlan{-lercin 
this was the bottom of my heartbreak 
late muatcimexelanlo)ial-remWaltan(oiitcle 


i hadn’t been able to sleep for a week or so 
so at night i would walk down this geo thermal creak and add a verse after verse to 
ldalismsreyare 


it was the absolute surrender 
BVr-lalccremualmcita ale tmiamealcmel-te)[alaliale 
and at the end to be almost like an old painting where the canvas was coming a part 
OMVole nolo] (oNcioromtalcelele anit 
and still today when i ask players to play it 
cS. acal-lanmcone (oni <ialetcm (-11mar-lalelcxe) 
or if their hand is broken... 


... then there are the freezes : 
long chords where you are so paralysed with sorrow you cant move 
loLUleniamtatoman)iole|(-mermialomcie)ale M2010 Mm al-\Uomel-lialoig-romtal-merelelg-[e(e) 
to express yourself passionately 
but still : hopefully the music 





CMIINomIL <omclamellon er-llaliiare 
seen through a 
21st century screen 








hunter 
written by bjork 
olgolaersitg-lule)amelaremeiacclale|-lealc lala enVaclelanllane (crore (a 100 
folgele[Ulex-tom oN 0) (01g @r-lalemant-1a,.le\e1 


hunter 
hunter was written when i escaped the paparazzi of london 
and moved to a studio in southern spain . 
i was marching up and down the empty winter beeches 
and claiming territory i guess ... 
it is about the energy most musicians that tour recognize , 
after performing for a long time , 
you return to writing ... 
and you have to go hunting for melodies 
so you can provide for your team . 
i came back to the studio with the melody to this marching song ... 
played mark bell bolero after ravel 
and he took out his 909 and wrote the rhythm in one take . 
909 fanatics still rave about it to me 











isobel 
anlUsiiomon’meyielag 
words by sjon 
string arrangement by bjork 
transcription and orchestration by eumir deodato 
fo}gete [Uler-rem oh’ e)|e)g ar-iale Malo ll(-tomalele) e\-16 


Ye} ef] 
i remember writing the melody of “isobel” in my house in reykjavik , by the window on 
tryggvagata and thinking it was kinda a strange graceful joke ?! 
and later spending an evening with sjdn in london hours and hours of explaining who 
this creature “isobel’ was . in hindsight, i feel it was my way of dealing with mythical 





creature i had become in the media, kinda writing a tongue in cheek song about a 
magical reality persona and perhaps allowing me to be the author of it and not a 
victim . and with the proportion of the music on the album, this song was 8 percent , 





so somehow in the future , i would step into this persona for 8 percent of the time but 








the other 92 i would be a lot of other characters . 
aaroysimomdaycrnamal(e(e(ciamam olUlare||mealiaresmcelale[U[- Ma meia(o\o1 al alc\\{omome [eel lamelmeaeliamiamtalcinan-lale) 
for sure the story of a girl that leaves instinctive impulsive iceland for a calculated cold 

city was not far off... ? 


5 years 
written by bjork 
string arrangement by bjérk orchestration by eumir deodato produced by bjork and 
aarelaaleyel 


5 years 
5 years string arrangement was done when i was well into homogenic and wanted to 
ite] <omt atom igeclale|-laal-1alqnelaual-imaicone|-celaal-lia(eme|[anl-iaisiie)amamani<l4ialemtarelare|(omc ale] elowe-lale| 
squares and making them 
sound like a synth with different oscillators . 
the song is about someone who didnt have courage for love 





so i guess the narrator is kinda telling him off 





so i wanted the song to be standoffish and cold . 





so the arrangement was supposed to be the opposite of jéga 
and bachelorette , that were very passionate and open. 
therefore 5 years is more of a robotic and 
anon vibrato affair 








steers! 
anlUlsiiom oN 0) (018.4 
WWelge|si ohvale) (o)a,ar-lalennsy (ela 
string arrangement by bjork 
orchestration by eumir deodato 
fo}gete [blero mol’ e) (ol ar-lalemant-la.ale\e1| 


sfeyers| 
joga is written to my best friend jdga . 
i went to a cabin in midwinter alone for a week , 
my father dropped me there and 
i was hiking in the snow and 
cclanicipnlelclmessiel-(e1r-lINarelan=)e)(omalleiant 
with northern lights above ingélfsfjall , 
low clouds below them and 
the towns mirroring in them 
at the bottom of the horizon . 
this was probably the bravest yet 
Mar-lomelelaremyitanciam-lacclarel-lan\-iaier-imtar-ia ele) [ale 
playing the melodies of the first violin and violas 
with clumsy fingers on the piano . 
it probably took me a year until i found 
the right words for the chorus : state of 
emergency ... i was walking down a hill in southern 
Jefe] aur cel0lacemanlielal(e|aiammciiale)iaremial-meaalelaulw-lereiia 
late m-le-llamtay are meen [0lc-melelmn\Varclenyiele](omaarcicoin 
those vowels and match the emotional intention 
jleXefemeles\elavicre) 

















(oLUl(oaacr-lare) 
anlUlsiiom o\’me)lela ar-la\emsieralelers 
Wie]ge ism obval 8) (0184 
string arrangement by bjork 
fe}ceye[Ule-remen’meyielad 


quicksand 
o[Ul(e) <stoiale mise] ocelUlmanlmpalolialcia 


lero memanreleal-lexerclUlelaitcim™ccii-lulolalsialle) 


when the mother is the pessimist and the daughter the optimist 


i wanted the arrangement to be a lazerbeam of light , 


a 
then go so 


that it would turn up a 
optimists....: “when we 


‘re broken’ ( 


aaleks 
over 





o)llareiatesomicelaamcoronanleleamelarelaiiatesss 

-the-top encouraging in the centre of the song 

third | but also wanted to be honest about the faults of 
‘re broken we are whole and when we’ re whole we 





the shadow of the optimist ? or the sun of the nihilist ? ) 


now, who’s the whole one ? we all play such odd roles sometimes .... 








bachelorette 
aalulsi[om oN 0) [018.4 
words by sjon 
string arrangement by bjork 
transcription and orchestration by eumir deodato 
produced by bjork 


bachelorette 
bachelorette for me is part three , of 3 songs 
sian alelnat-ian o\-1ai-hVlelelamismual-merall(elarereye 
2: ‘isobel’ a story of a girl that leaves nature for the big 
city 
she is run by impulse so she gets misunderstood amongst 


Uiaer-lamlere|(e 
it is instinct versus logi 


to rural to heal and iso 
back to the city and 


c.she gets burned so she retreats 
ates herself but trains moths to go 
fly infront of the faces of people 

who are stuck in making too much sense and say “nana 


nana’ until they snap out of it. 
3: “bachelorette” is 











then about following the moths , 
returning again to the city but with 
Sicclarelaamm cele] alelsxemrelale mV Norm erolalicevaieiaremere)(elalecm iin 
love therefore i wanted the arrangements to be romantic , 
as epic as possible , the 
grandiousestest drama ever 
but still with love 








aatolUliamant-vanene 

written by bjork 
string arrangement by bjork 
fe}gete [Uler-tom oN’ e)(e)g are lalem-|aere! 


aatolUliamant-vanene 
the orchestra for vulnicura was unusual in the way that it had 5 cellos , 
5 violas and 5 violins ... 
( most orchestras have around 30 violins , 12 violas and 6 cellos ) 
this was because i wanted a dark muddy sound , to match the heavyness of sorrow on 
malerelatelger-|.arel elena 
mouth mantra is not about heartbreak though, it is a song i wrote earlier about having 
to go to a vocal nodule surgery 
itarom \yag om iser-|olelUiarcl|meal-manrelaal-/alecmmale\iomcle]alemelalem-limtalomallelamaleltcss 
my throat has allowed me to sing and the gratitude for that . appreciate all the air that 
has gone through it so in this song , i decided to add to the timbre of the album as a 
whole and this be where i would make these muddy deep strings as dense as possible 
rate ms} ol-/alemaarolaiua\smaatel diate mim anlelgoma ah’atalan|(omm-(e(e(-\emia(et(oln 
and thick thick chords 
i <emaleye [0] (ers 











all creative direction and arrangements by bjdrk (unless otherwise stated) 
all score preparation by matt robertsson 


bergur pdérisson - musical director 
NV 1,4C@) axe) 4 diel a atelesielanemerelareleleice)manitclaayl 


THE AYM ENSEMBLE 


ie) Tats 
scott flavin, concertmaster 
fanllolateillomsidialalela 
karen lord-powell 
jaya varma 
hyun jee chung 
lalate moral (oval-)elelatrelale) 
kiku enomoto 
abby young 
aleialcwaarciale) 
sandra rubio 


Miles 
yael hyken, principal 
chauncey patterson 
vian torres 


Vv 
robyn savitzky 
kayla williams 
eric eakes 
acclale 
madeline neely 





ovaineclaNeLelare) 
Tale [cil (orci l@stelere! 








cellos 





olcciaimenal-lag-lammelaiarel| ere] 
aaron merritt 
Selgclamalelesiaarelal 
oXelaismelelerale]| 01.4 
elgclamelelaletehWz-la> 
sada mordes 
VAVARSte| OlelohV 
reenat pinchas 
stephanie jaimes 
oxeraliclanliamuvaliiantcia 


basses 
jeff adkins, principal 
vaclolalclsioesiantell 


bjork team 
james merry - mask design 
edda gudmundsdéttir - stylist 
jleXe fo mem ARIE SIScLUNoRsmaleldereliNit 
alex jallow - chef 
Secialom alelalelaaemanicl<cle]©) 
rosamary llagostera - bjork day to day and wardrobe 
hilma kristin sveinsdottir - bjork personal assistant 
feXeiol@nZ<lAMe=1@V.c) (6 (omen ol gore [6 (ext (olamanr-lat-lelcla 
aateifelallomclelst<laM dae lueemcelel@manrelar-le(cis 
catherine verna bentley - tour and bjork management 
derek birkett - bjork management 
oaiiclecimnaliolal(ci(-1tconem ©) (01d qxnarelarc\e[-ani-lalarclare 
aak-la,<citialem (olalametal(cuemlUlellemel|corencele 
iilalalelanccle at-leswrola mem pale) alicelatcvalelialcvors 
isloiat-lcemUZalicceem le laieiale meleyael-wsilelalcla 
iain harvey - video tech and teleprompting 
santiago felipe - official photographer 
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